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Review Sheet on Dinei Kedimah in Berachos (Siman 211)

General Rules and Exceptions of Kedima in Berachos

Mishnah Brurah (168:1): The din of Kedima in Berachos is a form of “hidur mitzvah” (beautification of the mitzvah). 

Trumas Hadeshen (Siman 33)/ Rema (211:5)/ Mishnah Brurah (211:1,31): The rule of Kedima in Berachos only applies when both foods are in front of you and you want to eat from both of them now. If one of the foods is not yet on the table or even if it is but you don’t want to eat it now then there is no issue of kedima at all.

Shulchan Aruch (168:5): It is mutar to remove a food item from the table in order to circumvent a suffeik in kedima in berachos.

Kaf Hachaim (211:5 Quoting Halachos Ketanos Vol. 2:155): If there is a health related issue for eating one food before the other then the din of kedima doesn’t apply. Furthermore if the customs of eating in this place dictate to eat foods in a certain order then there is no din kedima.

Mamar Mordechai (168:23)/ Machtzis Hashekel (205:6): In order to circumvent a suffeik berachos issue you can override the din of kedima in berachos. 

Kedima in Foods with Different Berachos

The poskim lay out the hierarchy of the various berachos and which should be made first in a kedima situation.

Hamotzi:

Rema (211:5)/ Mishnah Brurah (211:29-30): The Rema brings down from a handful of Rishonim that the beracho of Hamotzi should always be made first even before Mezonos and even if the other foods on the table are more chashuv (i.e. bread made from barley and cake made of wheat) or more chaviv to you (i.e. bread and your favorite fruit)

Mishnah Brurah (211:28 quoting the Magen Avraham): The case of making Hamotzi before Mezonos can only be understood when the Mezonos is the kind that is not tafel to a bread meal (See Shulchan Aruch 168:8 “Lachmanios”). In any other instance by making the Mezonos first you are doing much worse than saying the berachos out of order you are being “gorem a beracho sh’ainah tzricha”.

Aruch Hashulchan (211:12): He disagrees with the Magen Avraham. He says that until you wash for bread any food you eat has no connection to the bread. (It is like one eating session on Monday and another on Tuesday where there is certainly no issue of kedima). Once you wash then it is assur to make a hefseik dibbur to make another beracho in any event until you say Hamotzi. Therefore he says that the only case in which we can understand the Rema is where you are planning on eating less than a kazayis of bread (in which case you have no chiuv netilas yadayim) and some Mezonos as well. In such a case the din is that you should say the Hamotzi first and then the Mezonos. 

Lemaseh: The Aruch Hashulchan says that the minhag haolam is to make Mezonos before Hamotzi and not to treat this as a kedima situation (since the Netilas yadayim separates them). However because of the words of the Mishnah Brurah it is very k’dai to avoid this situation (this comes up sometimes when having a Kiddush before the meal on Shabbos or Yom Tov)

Mezonos:   

Shulchan Aruch (211:6)/ Rema (211:4)/ Shulchan Aruch (208:12)/ M.B. (208:60): It is clear that the beracho of Mezonos (even when made from grains like rye, spelt, or oats-which aren’t mentioned explicitly in a verse) should be made before a Hagefen or Ha’etz (even Shivas Haminim) because foods from grains had the potential to be made into bread (the highest form of sustenance) whereas all other foods didn’t. (Mezonos comes before Hagefen because it is closer to the first “eretz” word in the verse-Devarim 8:8)

M.B. (211:25,34)/ Shar Hatzion (211:16, 28): The Achronim argue as to whether the above rule applies even to a case of Mezonos made from barley (or its subsidiaries rye and oats: See M.B. 168:12-13) when you are also planning to eat an olive. The olive is mentioned closer to the second “eretz” word in the verse whereas barley is mentioned only second from the first “eretz” word in the verse. Lemaseh the Mishnah Brurah poskins like the Levush that Mezonos always comes before Ha’etz even in this case.

Hagefen:

Mishnah Brurah (208:60): The beracho of Borei Pri Hagafen should be made before Ha’etz (or any lower beracho on the scale). The rationale for this is because the beracho of Hagafen is a more specific beracho than Ha’etz. (Lemaseh the beracho of Hagafen should be made even before the Ha’etz on olives and dates-which are closer to an “eretz” word than wine See Chayeh Adam 57:7)

Other Berachos:

Until this point the hierarchy in berachos is absolute. The above order should be followed even if the other foods are more chashuv or more chaviv because these berachos have such fundamental importance (relative to other berachos) that no other considerations override them. From this point and onward the hierarchy may be subjective and here is why.

Mishnah: The Mishnah in Berachos 40b brings a machlokes Tannaim about what to do whne you have a number of foods in front of you. Rebbe Yehudah says that if there is a food from the shivas haminim in front of you then make on that one first. The Chachamim say that you must first make a beracho on the food you prefer the most. 

Gemara: The Gemara in Berachos 41a brings a machlokes Amoraim how to understand this Mishnah. One Amorah-Ulah says that whole machlokes is only in a case where all the foods in front of you have the same beracho. If there are foods with various berachos in front of you then you have to make two berachos. This second part of Ulah’s statement is somewhat ambiguous. The Rishonim explain!

Rif/ Rosh: They understand Ulah to mean that when there are foods with various beracahos there is no din kedima at all!!! The whole din kedima only applies when you want to make one beracho to cover many foods. The din kedima in such a case teaches you which of those foods you should make the beracho on.

Tosafos/ Rabbeinu Yonah/ Rashba/ Rav Hai Gaon: They argue and say that Ulah means in a case where you have foods with various berachos infront of you there is also a din kedima. The determining factor of what beracho to make first is chavivus. They define chaviv as the food that you normally prefer.

Rambam: Essentially he agrees with Tosafos and his camp that in this case you have to make a berahco on the chaviv food first. However the Rambam’s definition of chaviv is whatever food you want first right now. 

Behag: The Behag adds one point to the sugyah, which is not directly related to Ulah but has some ramifications in this din. He says that any time you have a Ha’etz and a Ha’adamah in front of you then you always make the Ha’etz first regardless of all other factors (shivas haminim, chavivus, etc.)

Shulchan Aruch (211:1-2): The Shulchan Aruch brings the opinion of the Rosh and Rif as the ikar hadin and the Tosafos as a Yesh Omrim. According to this it should follow that if you have a Ha’etz and a Ha’adamah in front of you (for example a radish and an olive) you can make the beracho on whichever one you want first because there is no din kedima at all. 

Biur Halacha ((211:1 “V’yesh Omrim”)/ Mishnah Brurah (211:9,27): The Mishnah Brurah brings from many Achronim that this is not the halacha lemaseh. Lemaseh we hold like the Tosafos. Therefore in our case (radish and olive) you must make the first beracho on the food that you normally prefer. (Even though we don’t poskin like him it is important to know that the Gra holds like the Rif and Rosh therefore according to him there is never a kedima issue at all when the foods in front of you have different berachos. This would apply to Mezonos, Hagefen, and Shehakol as well)
Mishnah Brurah (211:27)/ Shulchan Aruch (211:5): The Mishnah Brurah brings down a machlokes Achronim what to do if you have no preference at all. He holds lemaseh that in such a case you should make on the olive because it is a shivas haminim. (The Gra holds in the whole sugyah like the Rif and Rosh therefore in this case there is no din kedima at all). The rule of the Mishnah Brurah will apply in the opposite case as well when you have toasted grains (Ha’adamah) and an apple in front of you. You should make a beracho on the one you normally prefer first. If you have no preference you should make the beracho on the toasted grains because they are from the shivas haminim.

Shivas Haminim:

Mishnah Brurah (211:9): As explained above he holds like the Magen Avraham against the Gra and says that if you have a fruit from the shivas haminim and a pri ha’adamah in front of you and you have no preference to either then you should make the beracho on the Shivas Haminim first and then the Ha’adamah. 

Rice:

Pri Megadim (Siman 211 in his Seder Hamalos)/ Kaf Hachayim (211:27): They explain that even according to the Levush (mentioned above in Mishnah Brurah 211:25) who says that Mezonos always comes before Ha’etz even olives but that is only because grains had the potential to be made into bread. Rice on the other hand can’t be made into “Hamotzi bread” therefore even according to those who are noheig to say Mezonos on milled-cooked rice nevertheless their beracho should never proceed any foods from the shivas haminim. The only exception to this is if rice is more chaviv to you than the other items. In such a case you should make the beracho on the rice before the beracho on the shivas haminim. The beracho on rice should never proceed (even if it is chaviv) the beracho on wine because Hagafen is very specific and chashuv beracho (as explained above from the Chayeh Adam).

Borei Pri Ha’etz:

Shulchan Aruch (211:3)/ Mishnah Brurah (211:14)/ Shar Hatzion (211:9): The Shulchan Aruch brings down that Ha’etz should always be made before Shehakol. The Mishnah Brurah adds that this is true even if the Shehakol is more chaviv or even if it is from the shivas haminim (for example date honey). With regards to Ha’etz and Ha’adamah he brings that the ikar hadin is that you can say whichever beracho you want first. Some say that you should make the Ha’etz first. 

Mishnah Brurah (211:18)/ Shar Hatzion (211:11/ Mishnah Brurah (211:35)): Lemaseh he poskins like the second opinion in Shulchan Aruch that you should make Ha’etz first. However he brings down two exceptions to this rule. If the Ha’admah food is chaviv to you (both normally and now even if the Ha’etz is shivas haminim) or it is Shivas Haminim (for example klayos) then you should make the beracho on the Ha’adamah first.

Biur Halacha (211:1 “V’yesh Omrim”): He adds that if you have a shivas haminim (Ha’etz) and a min Ha’adamah in front of you and you normally prefer one of them more but right now you prefer the other the halacha is that you should make on the shivas haminim food first. He adds that if you have stam foods of Ha’etz and Ha’adamah in front of you and you normally prefer one more but right now you want the other one more the halacha is that you should make the beracho on whatever one you normally prefer.

Kaf Hachayim (211:14): He brings down that the minhag Sefardim is like the Behag to always make Ha’etz before Ha’adamah even if the Ha’adamah is more chaviv. However if the Ha’adamah is shivaas haminim even the Sefardim would agree that you should say the Ha’adamah first (see Piskei Teshuvos (211 note 38).


Borei Pri Ha’adamah:

Shulchan Aruch (211:3)/ Mishnah Brurah (211:16): The Shulchan Aruch brings down that Ha’adamah should always be made before Shehakol because it is a more specific beracho. The Mishnah Brurah brings down that this is true even if the Shehakol is more chaviv or from the shivas haminim.

Birkas Hare’ach

Mishnah Brurah (211:35 Quoting the Pri Megadim): A person should make a beracho on food or drink before making a beracho on re’ach. 
Kedima in Foods with the Same Beracho

Shulchan Aruch (211:1-2): The Rishonim argue as to which Tannah we poskin like in a case where the foods have the same beracho. The Shulchan Aruch brings that the ikar hadin follows the shitah of Tosafos, Rashba, Behag, Rabbeinu Yonah that we poskin like Rebbe Yehudah. Therefore if you have an olive and an apple in front of you then you must make the beracho on the olive. He brings as an alternative opinion the Rambam, Rav Hai Gaon, the Eshkol, and the Raviah who poskin like the Chachamim. According to them if you have an olive and an apple in front of you then make the beracho on the one you prefer.

Mishnah Brurah (211:13): Lemaseh we hold like the Tannah Rebbe Yehudah.
Shulchan Aruch (211:4-5): He brings down from the Gemara in Berachos 41a that within the fruits of the shivas haminim (which all have the same beracho of Ha’etz) the hierarchy follows the order in the verse in Devarim 8:8. Lemaseh the order comes out as follows: olives, dates, grapes, figs, and pomegranates.  


Mishnah Brurah (211:20)/ Shar Hatzion (211:9): The above hierarchy applies even if you prefer one of the fruits later in the list. Furthermore the fruits of the shivas haminim only have their chasivus if they are fully ripened and in their whole natural state.

Shulchan Aruch (168:4)/ Mishnah Brurah (168:12-13): Within the five grains the hierarchy of kedima is as follows: wheat, barley, spelt, rye, oats.

Graz (Seder Birkas Hanehenin 9:6): He is mechadeish that there is a din kedimah within different types of Mezonos. As we have learned there are two basic forms of Mezonos. One is called a Maseh Kedeirah (grains or flour cooked with heat and liquid) and the other is called Pas Haboh Bekisnin (baked flour products). One of the fundamental differences between these two categories is that if you are koveah seudah on a Maseh Kedeirah you still make Mezonos whereas on Pas Haboh Bekisnin you have to make Hamotzi. Due to this difference the Graz says that if you have a Maseh Kedeirah and Pas Haboh Bekisnin in front of you (and you are not being koveah seudah) then you have to make the beracho on the Pas haboh Beksinin. However the poskim bring down that the din kedimah bidieved (see ahead) doesn’t apply in this case because there is no early source for this halacha of the Graz. Therefore bidieved if you made Mezonos on the Maseh Kedeirah even if it wasn’t chaviv you don’t need to make another beracho on the Pas Haboh Bekisnin 

Other Factors in Kedima

Foods With the Same Beracho

Shulchan Aruch (168:1/ Mishnah Brurah 211:4)/ Shar Hatzion (168:12/ Mishnah Brurah (168:6): We know from S.A. 211:1 that in foods with the same beracho species overrides chaviv (see above). Here in 168:1 he teaches that “species” overrides “whole”, but “whole” overrides the chashivus of cleaner (The factor of cleaner in breads is referring to a case of bread made with flour that still had the bran and wheat germ in it. This bread was common in the old days amongst poor people and was very hard to chew and swallow. In Shulchan Aruch it is called Pas Kaibar) and bigger (by all foods). The Mishnah Brurah in 211:4 says that “whole” takes precedence over chaviv. The Shar Hatzion brings down from the Beis Yosef that within breads the factor of “cleaner” would also take precedent over chaviv. In Mishnah Brurah 168:6 he says that in breads the factor of “cleaner” overrides the factor of “bigger”.

Mishnah Brurah (168:15): Therefore lemaseh when you have foods with the same beracho the order of malos goes as follows: 1) species (shivas haminim), 2) whole, 3)chaviv, 4)bigger. Within breads the factor of “cleaner” would take precedence over chaviv.. Therefore in breads the levels are 1) species, 2) whole, 3) cleaner, 4) chaviv, 5) bigger)

Piskei Teshuvos (based on the Shar Hatzion 168:12): Most of the whole wheat bread today is just as clean as the white bread (i.e. enough of the wheat germ and bran have been removed to make it just as easy to eat as regular bread) therefore if you have two loaves (one whole wheat and one white) of the same species (wheat) and they are both whole you should make the beracho on the one that is more chaviv. (In the sefer Vezos Haberacho he is in doubt as to whether whole wheat bread today is halachically considered as “clean” as white flour).

Foods with Different Berachos

Shar Hatzion (211:5): He raises a big issue as to where the concept of “whole” fits in to a situation of foods with different berachos. He is in doubt whether the order is 1)chaviv, 2)species, 3)whole, 4)bigger… or whether the order should be 1)whole, 2)chaviv, 3)species, 4)bigger. Therefore lemaseh if you have two foods in front of you with different berachos and one is whole and the other is a piece but it is chaviv or of a more chashuv species you can make the beracho on whatever you want (or remove one of the foods from the table). 

There is some discussion as to what is considered a whole fruit.

Shulchan Aruch (168:2): His basic definition for whole is that the entity must look whole. Therefore he says that if you have two halves of a loaf of bread you can stick them together with a stick in the middle so that it looks whole from the outside.

Aruch Hashulchan (210:4)/ Mishnah Brurah (210:9)/ Sharei Teshuvah (202:1): Any fruit whose peel or shell can be removed without affecting the wholeness of the fruit inside is still considered “whole” with regards to these halachos even after removing the peel or shell (i.e. many citrus fruits, many types of nuts, bananas, etc.). On the other hand any fruit whose peel or shell can’t be removed without affecting the wholeness of the fruit loses its status as whole after removing the peel/ shell (i.e. apples, pears, carrots, cucumbers, etc.).  

Mishnah Brurah (210:6)/ Shar Hatzion (211:9): If you pulverize or squeeze a fruit it loses its status as whole.

Mishnah Brurah (210:8)/ Shar Hatzion (211:23)/ Shulchan Aruch (168:3): It is questionable whether a fruit or vegetable that has slightly changed form through cooking is called whole regarding these halachos. From the S.A. in 168 it is clear that the fact that the food has a jagged looking edge doesn’t disqualify it from being considered whole.

Kedima in Beracho Achronah

Pri Megadim (Pesicha Lehilchos Berachos # 10): Just like we hold that there are dinei kedima by berahco rishonah so too there are dinei kedima by beracho achronah. Therefore if a person has a number of after berachos to make the order should be 1) Birkas Hamazon, 2) Me’ain Shalosh (see S.A. 208:12 that within Me’ain Shalosh the order should be “Michyah”, “Gefen”, “Peiros”), 3) Borei Nefashos.

Prei Megadim (Eishel Avraham 211:10): Just like by beracho rishonah it is possible that Ha’adamah (if it is chaviv) should be made before Ha’etz (even of shivas haminim see M.B. 211:35), therefore in such a case the Borei Nefashos should be said before the Me’ain Shalosh.

The Din of Kedima Bidieved

Rema (211:5): The whole din of kedima only applies lechatchilah but bidieved you are yotzei regardless of what food you made the beracho on as long as you had in mind that you wanted the beracho you made to apply to the other (more chashuv) foods as well. (of course the Rema is referring to a case of kedima in foods with the same beracho)

Mishnah Brurah (211:33): It is clear from the Rema that if you made a beracho on the less chashuv food and didn’t have kavanah for it to cover the more chashuv ones then you need to make a beracho on the more chashuv ones now even though they were on the table at the time of the first beracho. However the Mishnah Brurah poskins that this is only true if the food you made the first beracho on wasn’t chaviv to you. If it was more chaviv to you then bidieved we rely on the shitas Harambam (211:2) that the chaviv is supposed to be kodem and all the other foods were automatically covered since they were on the table and less chashuv (at least according to the Rambam). 
